August 12, 2004 

 Dear Broadcaster: 

On August 4th the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) adopted a Report and Order that implements several steps necessary for the continued progress of the conversion of the nation's television broadcast system from analog to digital television. This second periodic review determines channel election process, establishes deadlines for broadcasters to increase power, and resolves outstanding operational issues.

 Following is the summary for the Replication and Maximization Deadlines:


• 
 The deadlines for replication and maximization have changed. They are now:


◦ 
 July 1, 2005: Station licensees affiliated with the top four networks in the top 100 markets that receive a tentative digital channel designation in the channel election process on their current digital channel must construct full, authorized facilities. Such licensees that receive a tentative digital channel designation on a channel that is not their current digital channel must serve at least 100% of their analog population coverage.


◦ 
 July 1, 2006: All other commercial station licensees as well as noncommercial licensees that receive a tentative digital channel designation in the channel election process on their current digital channel must construct full, authorized DTV facilities. Such licensees that receive a tentative digital channel designation on a channel that is not their current digital channel must serve at least 80% of their analog population coverage.


• 
 Broadcast station licensees may ­ but are not required to ­ replicate their analog service area on their digital channels and maximize these service areas, as previously authorized. DTV service replication generally means providing digital service over the Grade B analog area. Maximization is a means by which stations may increase their DTV signal coverage within their respective markets. 


• 
 Broadcast station licensees may certify their intention to replicate and/or maximize on their new digital channels assignments in the Election process. Such certifications are subject to sanctions if not fulfilled. 


• 
 Stations intending to replicate or maximize on post-transition digital channels must also meet the replication and maximization deadlines established in this Order. Failure to meet these deadlines results in loss of interference protection on the existing digital channel. 


• 
 Station licensees that meet these deadlines will be permitted to carry-over maximized service areas to their new digital channels. Station licensees that fail to meet these deadlines will not be able to do so.

 Deadlines always present a challenge and Ai would welcome the opportunity to be of assistance in any way. If you have your plans in place, we would like the opportunity to assist you with your transmitter solutions. If your plans are not in place, we could partner with you to assist in the development of your digital stations.

 In addition to the several hundred IOT high power transmitters already in the field, Ai is the world's leading supplier of energy saving water-cooled depressed collector IOT digital and analog transmitters. First introduced at the 2002 NAB show, Ai now has over a dozen energy saving systems in broadcast operation with more going on line every month. The reliability and energy savings of this technology make it the obvious choice for any new transmission system, either digital or analog. In business for thirty-five years, Ai has manufactured, installed, and serviced over 4,500 transmitters worldwide.

 I have personally asked my technical and sales staff to make the effort to contact you in the near future. If you are in the top 100 markets, there is less than twelve months to comply and protect your station's market coverage. Given that a new higher power transmitting plant involves much more than simply a transmitter, I urge you not to delay.

 Sincerely yours, 

 Nat Ostroff

 President & Chairman of the Board

